
Four Men, 30 Minutes



ofunato, japan

ohayo gozaimasu! did you get any 
sleep during that drive? no? me 

neither. but it's not brain surgery 
we're doing today, so no worries!

today's job is pretty simple. we've received a 
donation of three large heavy-duty canvas-
sided shelters, and we're going to erect one 
here in ofunato for use as a food warehouse.

hey, boss, how long's this 
going to take? i'd love to get 
some breakfast before long.

hang on ... just 
reading the manual.



says here it should take a team of four men 
30 minutes to put this baby up. and we're five! uh-huh ...

um ... i think we need the ones 
with the red tags over here ...

... and the ones with no tags over there.



i guess they fit together like that.
if we measure the diagonals, we'll be able 

to determine if the sides are perpendicular. 
if the diagonals of a parallelogram are 

equal, you've got a rectangle, right, boys?

urggh!!!

that looks good! let's 
bang in the stakes!



urggh!!!

urggh!!!

you're doing it wrong. you've got to let 
the weight of the hammer do the work.

really, sensei? why 
don't you show me?

urggh!!!



now we've got to unhook these 
braces and reattach them so 

they're holding up the back wall.

i guess at least one of the hypothetical men who can 
erect this shelter in 30 minutes is three meters tall!

"... firmly insert cotter 
pins into frame. do not 
force pins into place."

unhh ... too short for this
kind of work ... plus, i should

be managing these guys!

shouldn't you guys have read 
the manual before you started?



hey, guys! check out this door! it's 
nicer than the one to my apartment!

urggh!!!
some time later ...

okay! let's get that roof on!



hey, it's starting to look like 
the illustration in the manual!

er, charles ... what 
about the floor?

ah ... i knew we were 
forgetting something.sorry, guys, but it seems we were 

supposed to put down the floor 
before we put up the arches.

so ...

so ... i think we just lay the floor down 
inside. there's no way we're taking this 

whole thing down and putting it up again.

guys! this is great! it's 
bigger than my apartment!



man, this is 
beautiful!

although ... when four
men and 30 minutes turns out

to be five men and three
and a half hours ...

... it's time to rewrite 
the manual!



you still talking about breakfast?
it's after lunchtime!
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good job, guys! shall we grab a little 
breakfast before we head back to tokyo?
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